
Introduction 
 

The following lessons embody the belief that students need to develop an understanding of 

multiculturalism and academic discourses. This project seeks to include explicit instruction in both 

academic discourse and multiculturalism, specifically code-switching – the ability to move between 

cultural modes of communication without abandoning one’s cultural identity. Many students who go 

directly from high school to college and succeed at universities probably understand and were 

acculturated into the required academic discourses. However, students who dropped out of high school 

and later received their G.E.D. often did not receive the proper acculturation, and when returning to 

college have difficulty in classes. These students who often come from lower socio-economic or minority 

status need to have explicit education in concepts about diversity and identity as well as academic 

discourses and literacy.  

 

LESSON PLANNING 

Every teacher has his or her own method of teaching and development. These lesson plans are open to 

change, and further development. This plan is for a twelve-week course, meeting for 200 minutes a class 

with one break. Teachers can break each week’s lesson plan into three one-hour sessions for a class 

meeting three times a week, or even in half for twice-a-week classes. There are often additional 

exercises to fill open time, or to give alternate exercises.  

TIME 

The lessons are given estimated time in the class. This includes an estimate of the introduction period to 

begin the exercise, and an estimate for how long the activity would take either in the classroom. Finally, 

there is an estimate of a follow-up period for teachers to help link the activity to the main course goals 

and reinforce the lesson with the suggested follow-up questions. For the homework assignments, the 

introduction is for the teacher to explain the homework and review the appropriate handout(s), and 

then the exercise time the estimate for the students at home (for homework). This is based on an 

average and may not cover each student experience, as based on his or her ability it may take more or 

less time.  

USAGE 

These lessons were created as a final project for completion of a Master’s of Arts program in English 

(Rhetoric and Teaching Writing). This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Non 

Commercial-Share Alike 3.0 Unported License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/. For 

reprint permissions beyond the scope of this license, contact the original author. 

All copies of this document must preserve the license statement and should attribute the original 
contributor and the Postsecondary Framework. Any revised copies need to notice that they are revisions 
of the original document as well.  

  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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In Class Essay (ICE): Self-definition 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 
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Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, analytic, 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

Habits of Mind 
  

Introduction 
   

Basmajian discusses the power of naming stating, “The power which comes from names and naming is 

related directly to the power to define others—individuals, races, sexes, ethnic groups” (pg. 5). 

Time: 30min 
 Introduction: 5min 

 ICE: 15min 

 Follow-up: 10min 

Instructions 

 Write a paragraph describing who you are. Some things to think about include those obvious 

differences from others in the class. It can include: 

o What age or race are you? What is your gender and sexuality? What is your heritage 

(Irish, Italian, Mexican, etc.)? What religion do you practice, or were raised in? 

o Describe your family: “traditional,” large, small, immediate or extended. How important 

is family to you and why?  

o What part of the U.S. are you from? Where did you grow up? 

o What kind of jobs have you had? Were you in the military? How did these change your 

perspective? What are your best ‘professional’ talents or abilities? 

o Describe your likes and dislikes: hobbies, foods, etc. 

o What major events have happened in your life? How have they affected you?  

o What are your best ‘personal’ attributes? What else makes you ‘you’?  

o How do all these aspects help or hurt how you interact with others? 

Deliverable 

 Hand written description, at least one page in length, describing who you are and what makes 

you ‘you.’  

 Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

 

Follow up 
This class will review and explore multicultural issues. To do that, there does need to be a bit of 

understanding within the class.  
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I ask students to demonstrate their respect for one another by honoring the confidentiality of the group. 

So that students may feel free to ask potentially awkward or embarrassing questions, or share race 

related experiences, I ask that students refrain from making personal attributions when discussing the 

course content with their friends. I also discourage the use of "zaps," overt or covert put-downs often 

used as comic relief when someone is feeling anxious about the content of the discussion. Finally, 

students are asked to speak from their own experience, to say, for example, "I think … " or "In my 

experience, I have found … " rather than generalizing their experience to others, as in "People say … ".1 

 

Ask a volunteer (or select a student) for the following questions 

 What was the first thing you thought of when describing yourself? Looking at your essay, is that 

your most important characteristic to yourself, or do you think to others?  

 Did you order your description according to the questions asked, or another way? Why did you 

order them another way (or change them around)?  

 Do you think another person in this room would describe you the same way? 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

 Register and style (academic, professional, personal, etc.) 

o Think of how you act around your boss 

o How you act or acted around your grandmother 

Conclude with:  
 How our differences and similarities influence our communication strategies. How we feel it is 

or isn’t appropriate to talk/write/act a certain way around people how look/act/seem a 
particular way.  

 

  

                                                           
1 Tatum, B. D. (1992). Talking about race, learning about racism: The application of racial identity development theory in the 

classroom. Harvard Educational Review, 62(1), 1-25. 
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Basics of Description 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify. Verbalization/writing descriptions 

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Learning about description 

 Learning about how description impacts readers 

 Audience analysis  

 Reading charts, chart analysis, understanding chat information, translation of chart 

information to others 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, describe & categorize characteristics 

 Explaining to another person chart information 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, logical, visual 

 Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Classroom group 

 Small group (3people) 

Habits of Mind 
  

Introduction 
 Understanding how to describe information is important not just to relate to others, but to 

relate information to others. Reading Charts and explaining the technical information and numbers is 

not an easy thing to do, however, it’s an important skill in the professional and academic workplace.  

  

Time: 1h10m 
 Introduction: 5min 

 Analysis & Write ups: 30min 

 Presentations: 10-15min (2-3min per group) 

 Follow-up & Discussion: 20min 
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Instructions 

 Form into small groups and review the chart and table. Then analyze it with the help of the 
questions. 

Deliverable 

 Write two paragraphs describing and presenting this information. The scribe will help write the 
information, but all three members should contribute to the paragraphs.  

 At the end of the assignment, the speaker should be ready to present the group’s findings 
(paragraphs) to the rest of the class.  

 Collect the essays. 

 

Follow up 
Follow-up & presentations: Ask the Speakers for each group some of the following questions 

 What was the first thing you thought of when describing the charts/graph? Looking at your 

essay, what is its most important characteristic? Do you think others would agree?  

 Did you order your description according to the questions asked, or another way? Why did you 

order them another way (or change them around)?  

 Why do you think someone else described it another way? Were there benefits of this?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Description strategies 

 Register and style (academic, professional, personal, etc.) 

o Think of how you present information to your boss, to your family, friends 

o Think about how your group members might have wanted to present it a different way 

Review:  
 How our differences and similarities influence our communication strategies.  
 How we feel it is or isn’t appropriate to present information –what we also find important 

 
Conclude with the sample description paragraphs presenting the information.  

 As a group analyze the two paragraphs that model academic description. Ask questions that 
point out the following: 

o Review sentence length, structure, presenting alternate views or interpretations, 
counterclaims on information 

 Discuss how one number can be presented from alternate perspectives 
 

Break: 20min  
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Review Syllabus  
Activity: Review the syllabus 

Time: 20min 
 Total class time: 2hrs 20m 

Instructions 

 Review the syllabus 

o Walk through the syllabus with students reading portions 

o Highlight the importance of communication strategies 

Description and Art 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify. Verbalization/writing descriptions 

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Learning about description 

 Learning about how description impacts readers 

 Audience analysis  

 Viewing visuals, visual impacts, social 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Visual arguments  

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, describe & categorize characteristics 

 Explaining to another person visual information 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, logical, visual 

 Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Classroom group 

 Pairs  

Habits of Mind 
  

Introduction 
 Understanding how to describe information is important not just to relate to others, but to 

relate information to others. Reading visual and technical information is not an easy thing to do, 

however, it’s an important skill in the professional and academic workplace.   
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Time: 20m 
 Introduction: 3min 

 Analysis & Pair Discussion: 12min 

 Follow-up & Discussion: 7min 

Instructions 

 Form into pairs and review the visual on the screen. Then analyze it with the help of the 
questions. 

Deliverable 

 Write down notes to describe and present this information. The scribe will help write the 
information, but both members should contribute.  

 At the end of the assignment, the speaker should be ready to present the pair’s findings 
(paragraphs) to the rest of the class.  

Follow up 
Follow-up & presentations: ask the Speakers for each group some of the following questions 

 What was the first thing you thought of when describing the picture? Looking at your notes, 

what is its most important characteristic? Do you think others would agree?  

 Did you order your description according to the questions asked, or another way? Why did you 

order them another way (or change them around)?  

 Why do you think someone else described it another way? Were there benefits of this?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Description strategies 

 Register and style (academic, professional, personal, etc.) 

o Think of how your boss, to your family, friends view information differently than you 

o Think about how your group members might have seen it a different way, how the other 

groups viewed it 

o What are the assumptions that you had about the photo? Were they different from or 

similar to others in the class? 

Review:  
 How our differences and similarities influence our communication strategies.  
 How we feel it is or isn’t appropriate to present information –what we also find important 

 
Conclude with the sample description paragraphs presenting the information.  

 As a group analyze the two paragraphs that model academic description. Ask questions that 
point out the following: 

o Review sentence length, structure, presenting alternate views or interpretations, 
counterclaims on information 

 Discuss how one number can be presented from alternate perspectives 
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Homework : Composing You 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Understanding the following items: 

 Purpose, audience 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking skills:  

 Interpretation, response, summary,  

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal,   

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

 Hand written, type text 

Habits of Mind 
 Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility 

Introduction 
 Writing involves knowing about yourself, as well as about your audience. This assignment helps 

to explore your own history with writing, as well as your goals for this class.  

Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Homework: 30-50 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
 Tell me a little bit about your own personal history and writing experiences. This primarily involves 

answering the following questions (but you can add material as well): 

 How did these writing experiences impact what you are doing now?  
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 Then describe your current intellectual and personal interests, your career goals, and how this 

course fits into this picture.  

 Specifically, tell me about your knowledge about writing (argument, analysis, and composition).  

 Finally, explain your strengths and weaknesses as a writer as specifically as possible.  

 What particular goals do you have for your writing in this class?  

   

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least two pages in length, describing your writing experiences and goals.  

Collect and the essays, return them with feedback. 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What was the hardest part of writing this assignment?  

 What were some of your writing experiences? Which ones are outside of school? How do you 

write for those situations differently than you write for school?  

Use the examples to highlight writing purposes, audience, and how they respond. This can include 

discussion points on:  

 How we write differently for each area of our lives 

 Audience analysis 

 Reaching across differences 

Conclude with:  
 Linking the assignment to Learning about Academic writing 

o Was this an example of academic writing? How was it similar to what the essay 

highlighted? How was it different?  

 

Homework: Learning about Academic Writing 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to compare and contrast their primary discourse (Gee) based 

on how they self-identify with academic writing 

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. Understanding what others expect of them in 

academic situations 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Learning about academic writing, expectations, overcoming myths about academic 

writing 

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 
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Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Learning about : 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 response, summary, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group 

 Hand written, type text 

Habits of Mind 
 Openness, Engagement, Responsibility, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Introduction 
Writing involves knowing about yourself, as well as about your audience. This assignment helps to 

explore your audience, as academic writing is much different from writing a letter or text to a friend or 

relative, writing lyrics to a song, or even posting to your Twitter feed or Facebook page.  

Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Homework: 30-50 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions:  

Read the article: What Is “Academic” Writing? by L. Lennie Irvin (Writing spaces : readings on writing. 

Volume 1. Ed. Charles Lowe and Pavel Zemliansky. (2010) Parlor Press, New York). Be sure to highlight 

sections that come across as important to you. (Remember when highlighting we should not mark up 

more then 10-15% of a document to get the essentials of the article.)  

Answer the following questions: 

Tell me a little about how the article relates to you and your previous writing experiences: 

 What is a 1-3 sentence summary of Irvin’s article? 

 Which of the Myths Irvin wrote about seemed the most surprising to you?  Which Myth seems 

the easiest to overcome? Which seems the hardest? 

 What did you think (or learn) about the “Academic Writing Situation”? What did you think about 

the different factors: audience, context, message, and purpose?  What will you add to your own 

process? 

 What did you think (or learn) about the “Decoding College Writing Assignments” section? What 

about the three types of writing? What will you include in your own writing process? 

 What did you think (or learn) about the “Format of the Academic Essay” section? What was the 

best advice he gave? What did you already know?  
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Deliverables: 
Please submit answers to the questions above in a typed, one-page, double-spaced, printed paper. A 

good idea might be to write a couple sentences per question, as each is a slightly different topic. Include 

specific quotes/paraphrases with citations (page numbers or paragraph numbers) 

Collect and the essays, return the originals with feedback 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 How much of the article did you highlight? 

 Which Myth seems the easiest to overcome? Which seems the hardest? 

 What did you think about the different factors: audience, context, message, and purpose?   

 What was the best advice he gave? What did you already know? 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Reaching across differences 

 Reaching new audiences 

 Understanding new methods of communication, writing, and reading 

Conclude with:  
 Linking the assignment to: 

o Understanding new methods of communication, writing, and reading 

o Describing an event 

 How was this academically purposed? 

 How did you think of who you were writing to when you described your events? 

 

 

Homework: Describe an Event  
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify important events in their life and how they relate them to others 

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

https://bblearn.nau.edu/webapps/assignment/uploadAssignment?content_id=_2200879_1&course_id=_73340_1&assign_group_id=&mode=view
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Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics, describe 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary  

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Class 

 Hand written, type text 

Habits of Mind 
 Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility,  

Introduction 
Writing involves describing and narrating an events and facts. This assignment helps you to practice 

those skills.  

Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Homework: 50-90 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Select an even that has happened recently and describe it in detail. Answering the following questions 

can help with being descriptive: 

 When did the event happen? 

 Who was involved in the event? 

 Where did the event happen? 

 What actually happened? 

 Why was this important to you or to those the event happened to? 

 How did the event occur? What is some of the backstory? (Tell us enough so we understand its 

importance as well as why it’s important to the people it happened to.) 

Deliverables: 
Please submit answers to the questions above in a typed, two-page, double-spaced, printed paper.  

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals with feedback 

Follow up 
Use the activity to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Audience analysis 

 Descriptive characteristics & descriptive writing 

Conclude with:  
 Linking the assignment to: 

o Understanding new methods of communication, writing, and reading 
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o Describing an event 

 Otherization – how others perceive writing, how we perceive others’ writing 

 Reaching across differences 

 Descriptive characteristics & descriptive writing 
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Homework : Composing You 

Time: 10 min 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What was the hardest part of writing this assignment?  

 What were some of your writing experiences? Which ones are outside of school? How do you 

write for those situations differently than you write for school?  

Use the examples to highlight writing purposes, audience, and how they respond. This can include 

discussion points on:  

 How we write differently for each area of our lives 

 Audience analysis 



23 | P a g e  
 

 Reaching across differences 

Conclude with:  
 Linking the assignment to Learning about Academic writing 

o Was this an example of academic writing? How was it similar to what the essay 

highlighted? How was it different?  

Homework: Learning about Academic Writing 

Time: 10 min   

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Which Myth seems the easiest to overcome? Which seems the hardest? 

 What did you think about the different factors: audience, context, message, and purpose?   

 What was the best advice he gave? What did you already know? 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Reaching across differences 

 Reaching new audiences 

 Understanding new methods of communication 

Conclude with:  
 Linking the assignment to: 

o Understanding new methods of communication, writing, and reading 

o Describing an event 

 How was this academically purposed? 

 How did you think of who you were writing to when you described your events? 

 

Homework: Describe an Event  

Time: 10 min   

Follow up 
Use the activity to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Audience analysis 

 Descriptive characteristics & descriptive writing 

Conclude with:  
 Linking the assignment to: 

o Understanding new methods of communication, writing, and reading 

o Describing an event 

 Otherization – how others perceive writing, how we perceive others’ writing 

 Reaching across differences 

https://bblearn.nau.edu/webapps/assignment/uploadAssignment?content_id=_2200879_1&course_id=_73340_1&assign_group_id=&mode=view
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 Descriptive characteristics & descriptive writing 

 

Descriptive characteristics & descriptive writing 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in how people perceive their environment 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual, how they 

perceive their environment 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, type text 

Habits of Mind 
 Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Descriptive essays involve writing about and showing an object, item, event or place. These 

essays are often easier to write than formal analysis, research papers, or argumentative essays because 

they involve so much creativity, and open topics.  

Time: (85 min) 
 Introduction: 15 min 

 Exercises : 60 min 

o Descriptive Words for Essays: 5min brainstorming, 10min comparisons 

o Descriptive Words for Essays: Comparison: 10 min for self-review; 10 min for partner 

review 
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o Descriptive Words for Essays: Telling vs. Showing- ‘To Be’ words: 15 min for class 

activity, 10 min for self-review 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions: Descriptive Words for Essays: Brainstorm 
This first exercise deals with descriptive words for essays. Form into groups of 4 or 5, and then select an 

item from the bag.  

In your small group use the individual forms to brainstorm ideas about the item based on the different 

categories. Each category is based on the senses, so should help describe the item only in that sense.  

When you’ve created your own list, then compare it to each other’s lists. Then discuss these questions: 

 Who has the longest list? Does it include more senses, or is it focused on one sense more than 

others? 

 Who has the most terms in all categories? Who has the most in one category? 

 How many terms were the same or similar?  

 Who had the craziest descriptive words? 

Deliverable 
 Class discussion around  

o the variance in terms 

o how descriptors were created/found 

o ideas on how to find descriptors 

Instructions: Descriptive Words for Essays: Comparison 

This next exercise deals with descriptive words for essays regarding what we already have. Take out 

your Describe an Event essay and grab a partner 

In your pairs first review your own essay. Look for descriptors and see how many you have used.  

Then, give your paper to your partner, and take theirs. Review your partner’s paper for their descriptors, 

and how many they have used. Write in the margins locations where you think your partner can expand 

on their descriptions.  

Don’t forget to give suggestions on the paper in other areas as well (when sentences are really clear, or 

when they may not be; when sentences jump from section to section or skip ideas, when the timeline of 

the story skips something important).  

Deliverable 
 Self-review of the descriptive essay  

 Peer review of the descriptive essay  

 

Instructions: Descriptive Words for Essays: Telling vs. Showing 
This next exercise deals with helping to replace the action words (verbs) in our essays. Many of us use 

common words throughout the day, but when we’re writing those words do not have as much power. 

We’ll look at the different verbs we use for “to be.”  

 Brainstorm the different forms of “to be” on the board 
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o Am, is, are, was, were, be, being, & been 

Next, circle all the different forms on your essay that include different forms of ‘to be.’  

Ask one student to read a sentence with the verb form in it (or use this example) 

 He was in the chair. 

Review how there are different meanings depending on replacing “was” with another verb: sitting, 

slouched, slumped, slept, rested.  

Here is an example of great description from Roald Dahl’s The Twits.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3Frxxf8OH8 

o Start at 42s mark, can go to 3m18s 

 Try to count how many ‘to be’ verbs he uses. 

 What did you think of his description? How did he come up with such vivid pictures? 

We can think here also about what words mean from the dictionary and what they mean to us 

personally based on how we’ve seen them, or used them before. Close your eyes and imagine this word: 

Wagon. Open your eyes. How many people thought of a red flyer wagon? Pioneers in a covered wagon? 

A station wagon? Your experiences give a certain color to the word when you read it, and it’s the same 

for other people. So even when we read the same word, there are certain meanings we take from it.  

Deliverable 
 Self-review of the descriptive essay  

 Peer-review of the descriptive essay 

Deliverable 
Rough draft of description essay with peer and self-review marks. 

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Conclude with: Review the importance of description and being able to help your audience understand 
what you saw and how you saw/touched/smelled/heard/tasted it.  
 

ICE: Describing a Scene part 1 & 2 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Explicit audience analysis. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3Frxxf8OH8
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Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context,  

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Logical-mathematical, Bodily-kinesthetic, Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

 Hand written, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Instructions part 1:  
We are about to go to break. While we are on break, for about five minutes I want you to go to the 
snack truck and hang out. While observing the truck, the people, the sights, sounds and activities, take 
mental notes. Enjoy your break, but pay extra attention to your surroundings for those five minutes.  

When we come back, we will write a short description of the truck. . 

 What happened while you were outside? Were you first? Was there already something going 
on? 

 Who was doing what? 

 How did the people move around? Alone? In groups? 

 Where did everyone go?  

 Who spoke to whom? 

 Who bought items from the truck? Who didn’t? 

 What was bought from the snack truck? What did you notice about the truck? 

 What did the food smell like? What types of food did you smell? 

Deliverables: 
When we return, write three or four paragraphs presenting this information.    

At the end of the assignment, you should be ready to present your findings (descriptions/paragraphs) to 
the rest of the class.  

Break 20 min 
 

ICE: Describing a Scene part 1 & 2 

Time: (45 min) 
 Introduction: 5 min 
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 ICE 1 : 15 min  

 ICE 2 : 25 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions:  
Now that you have written a description of the snack truck and break activities, we are now going to re-
write your three or four short paragraphs.   

You’ve already written your short description, however, think about who you wrote it for, your 
audience. What words did you use?  

 Take for example: “John went to the truck and got a burrito.” 

Think about what an alien would see. What strange new items would they view, hear, smell? Think 
specifically about the things we skip over when we wrote ‘got a burrito.’ (Think about purchasing 
something. How do we know how much it was? When did he give him the money? Where did he place 
it?) We can understand that, however, an alien wouldn’t.  

Think about your alien scientist audience that you will now write for. Take a moment to describe your 
audience, so that you understand who they are and what they want from your description. Purdue’s 
Online Writing lab highlights some questions to ask to define your audience. (Note, these are adapted to 
our alien scientist situation.) Your 1st paragraph should answer these questions:  

 Who is the alien scientist audience I want to reach? (An alien scientist like Indiana Jones, 
archeologist; a scientist like Stephen Hawkings, an astronomer; a scientist like Neil de Grasse 
Tyson, an astronomer; a scientist like Darwin, a biologist) 

 Who is most likely to be interested in the description I am doing? 
 What is it about my topic that interests the alien scientist audience I have picked? 
 If the audience I am writing for is not particularly interested in my topic, what should I do to 

pique its interest? (For example, you have alien government workers reading this instead of 
other alien scientists.) 

 Will each member of the alien scientist audience agree with what I have to say? 
 If not (which will likely be the case!) what counter-arguments should I be prepared to answer?2 

Next, rewrite your three or four paragraphs for your alien scientist audience that you have defined.  

Deliverables: 
Write three or four paragraphs presenting this information to an alien scientist. 

At the end of the assignment, you should be ready to present your findings (descriptions/paragraphs) to 
the rest of the class.  

Time: Part 2: 25 minutes 
You should probably take around 5 minutes to write up your audience questions, and then 15 minutes 
for your description. Then you will present for 2-3 minutes.  

Deliverable 
Two hand-written descriptions, each three to five paragraphs in length, describing the snack truck 

interaction at break.  

                                                           
2 Questions developed by owl.purdue.edu: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/658/04/  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/658/04/
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Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 How did you describe your alien scientist? 

 How difficult was it to write the second version versus the first version?  

 What were some of your challenges?  

Use the examples to highlight audience analysis and audience expectations. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Reaching across differences 

 Understanding the audience 

 Understanding different perspectives 

 Trying to write for different people 

Conclude with:  
 How would you have written this to someone else? For example a friend, a relative, or a co-

worker? 

 

 

Homework: Rewrite of Descriptive Essay 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in how people perceive their environment 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual, how they 

perceive their environment 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 
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Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, type text 

Habits of Mind 
 Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Descriptive essays involve writing about and showing an object, item, event or place. These 

essays are often easier to write than formal analysis, research papers, or argumentative essays because 

they involve so much creativity, and open topics.  

Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 15 min 

 Homework: 30-50 min 

Instructions 
Rewrite the Descriptive essay that you started last week. Incorporate the feedback you found for your 

essay as well as what your partner described.  

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least one page in length, describing who you are and what makes you ‘X’ 

age.  

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What are some things you changed from your first draft to the second? 

 What was easier to do the second time around?  

 Were there any techniques or ‘writerly moves’ that you picked up from the Cryogenics article?  

   

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Reaching across differences 

 Understanding how others perceive things vs. how you perceive them 

 

Homework: I'm Dying to Meet You in the Next Life 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    
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 Multicultural:  discovering other perspectives 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline another’s voice and message 

 Rhetorical analysis 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Typed analytic essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, categorize, characteristics 

 response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical,  Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

 Hand written, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Understanding how others write and structure their essays can help us write better as well. 

With that in mind we will review this essay from GQ about cryogenics and write up some questions on it. 

There are a few things to keep in mind as we review the article. 

 What is ethos?  

o Ethos is a Greek term describing the moral character of a person. This relates  to how 

responsible one is in presenting their argument: does one cite their sources, does one 

quote appropriately, does one correctly represent their authority? 

 What is pathos? 

o Also a Greek term describing the emotional aspects of an argument. Does the writer pull 

on your heartstrings? How often and how strongly? Is this the only type of argument the 

writer uses? 

 What is logos? 

o Also a Greek term describing the logical aspects of an argument. It is defined as “word, 

speech, discourse and reason.” Does the writer present a logical flow of thoughts, or a 

logical argument, using only facts?  

Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 10 min 

Instructions 
This is an extensive analysis of a piece of writing and I want you to read it rhetorically—analyzing how 

the writer writes.  You should be able to answer the following questions:  
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 What is the author’s thesis? How do you know this?  

 How does the author structure the essay?  

 Where does the author make claims and support them with evidence (ethos)?  

 Where does the author play on emotion (pathos)?  

 What writerly moves/techniques are effective for this essay/article? 

 Where does the author need to clarify, elaborate, delete? 3 

 

Deliverable 
The analysis must be over 400 words, typed. 
Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What is the author’s thesis? How do you know this?  

 How does the author structure the essay?  

 Where does the author make claims and support them with evidence (ethos)?  

   

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

  

Homework: Implicit Assumptions Test: Age 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

                                                           
3 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/. For reprint permissions beyond the scope 
of this license, contact the original author. All copies of this document must preserve the license 
statement and should attribute the original contributor and the Postsecondary Framework. Any 
revised copies need to notice that they are revisions of the original document as well.  
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 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, type text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 x 

Time: 35 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Assignment: 20min 

 Follow up: 10min 

Instructions:  
Go to the following website (https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html), and take the test 
labelled Age IAT.  

Review your test results and write one to two paragraphs answering the following questions.  

 What was the result of your test?  
 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  
 Was there anything about the results that you felt matched you or your reactions?  
 It is hard to look at results sometimes that counteract information we believe. If these were 

results someone else received, then what advice would you give them?  

Deliverables: 
Write one or two paragraphs presenting your test results and your reactions to them. 

  

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
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Time: 20 minutes 
You should probably take around 5 minutes to take the assessment. Then, take 15 minutes or more to 
write up your responses and answers to the questions.  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What did you think of the test? 
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 
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 What is the author’s thesis? How do you know this?  

 How does the author structure the essay?  

 Where does the author make claims and support them with evidence (ethos)?  

   

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Homework: Rewrite of Descriptive Essay 

Time: 10 min 
 Follow up: 10 min 

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least one page in length, describing who you are and what makes you ‘X’ 

age.  

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What are some things you changed from your first draft to the second? 

 What was easier to do the second time around?  

 Were there any techniques or ‘writerly moves’ that you picked up from the Cryogenics article?  

   

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Reaching across differences 

 Understanding how others perceive things vs. how you perceive them 

Homework: Implicit Assumptions test 

Time: 10 min 
 Follow up: 10 min 

Deliverables: 
Write one or two paragraphs presenting your test results and your reactions to them. 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What did you think of the test? 
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  
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 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

ICE: Self-definition - Age 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, analytic 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 We’ve been exploring ourselves, as well as others. Taking into the test you’ve taken, and the 

results you’ve written up, we are now going to explore age.  

Time: 30 min 
 Introduction: 5min 

 ICE: 15min 

 Follow-up: 10min 

Instructions 
 Write a paragraph describing who you are regarding your age. Some things to think about include those 

obvious differences from others in the class. It can include: 

 What age are you? How important do you see this to be in your interactions with people 

throughout the day (school, work, at home, at the grocery store)?  
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 They say age is just a number. Do you agree with that? Are there benefits to being your age? Are 

there downsides to being your age? 

 How do you treat people older than you are? Give an example of one interaction, and explain 

why you treated them that way. 

 How do you treat people younger than you are? Give an example of one interaction, and explain 

why you treated them that way. 

 How do older people treat you? Give an example and attempt to explain why they did what they 

did. 

 How do younger people treat you? Give an example and attempt to explain why they did what 

they did. 

 If you could pick any age to be, what age would it be? Explain why you picked that age. What are 

the benefits and downsides of being that age?  

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least one page in length, describing who you are and what makes you ‘X’ 

age.  

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Are there benefits to being your age? Are there downsides to being your age? 

 How do you treat people younger than you are? Give an example of one interaction, and explain 

why you treated them that way. 

 How do older people treat you? Give an example and attempt to explain why they did what they 

did. 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Conclude with:  
 How age influences our communication strategies. How we feel it is or isn’t appropriate to 

talk/write/act a certain way around people of ‘x’ age. 
 How we interact with people of different ages does not change who we are, just how we 

express ourselves. 
 

Seeing your Audience  
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:  Understanding where we come from; how our perception of others 

impacts how we address/treat/interact with them  
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 Multicultural:  Understand how other people’s perceptions of us impact how they 

interact with us 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Short draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context,  

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:  

 interpretation, synthesis, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Class 

 Hand written, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Seeing or imagining your audience is an important aspect of writing. Being able to write for the 

people you’re supposed to impact is a large part of writing – how we will structure our essay, what 

emotions we might try to influence, what logical structures or arguments we might use.  

Review the different pictures and write a short description of whom you see. Describe what they are 

doing in their picture, as well as why they are doing it.  

 

Time: 30 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 15 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
 Write a paragraph describing whom it is you see in the picture. Describe what they are doing in the 

picture as well as why they are doing it.  : 

 What is the person doing? 

 How are they dressed? 
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 What are they holding (if anything)? What are they doing with it and why?  

 How would you address this person if you were writing an essay? 

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least three paragraphs describing the person in the picture, their actions, 

and the reasons behind what they are doing.  

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What is the person doing? 

 How are they dressed?  

 What did you think of the person?  

Pass out the explanations of who the people are and what they were doing while the photo was taken. 

Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What is different about the explanation for your photo, and what you wrote up? 

 How would these differences impact how you would address them in an essay? 

 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Conclude with:  
After break we’re going to watch a video now about audiences, and perception.  

Break: 20min  

Adjusting to Your Audience 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:  Understanding where we come from; how our perception of others 

impacts how we address/treat/interact with them  

 Multicultural:  Understand how other people’s perceptions of us impact how they 

interact with us 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 
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Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 audience analysis  

 audience,  

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:  

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, , and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical,  Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group 

 Visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Telling stories is an important part of who we are. Our families, histories and trials & tribulations 

make up our own story. What happens if we only hear one story from someone?  

Time: 39-40 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Video: 19 min 

o http://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story  

 Follow-up: 15 min 

Instructions 
 Some things to think about the video include: 

 What is the speaker’s main point? How do you know this?  

 How does Adichie structure the speech?  

 Where does Adichie make claims and support them with evidence (ethos)?  

 Where does Adichie play on emotion (pathos)?  

 What writerly moves are effective for this speech? 

 Where does Adichie need to clarify, elaborate?4 

 

Hall states: “Identification turns out to be one of the least well-understood concepts - almost as tricky 

as, though preferable to, 'identity' itself; and certainly no guarantee against the conceptual difficulties 

which have beset the latter” (p. 2). 

 How would you restate this? 

 What does this imply about how we view others?  

 What does it imply about how others view us? 

                                                           
4 Questions developed by owl.purdue.edu: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/658/04/  

http://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/658/04/
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“…Identities are about questions of using the resources of history, language and culture in the process of 

becoming rather than being: not 'who we are' or 'where we came from', so much as what we might 

become, how we have been represented and how that bears on how we might represent ourselves. 

Identities are therefore constituted within, not outside representation” (p. 4). 

 How would you restate this? 

 What does this imply about how we view others?  

 What does it imply about how others view us? 

 

Deliverable 
Participation in the discussion.  

Follow up 
Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Conclude with:  
 
Hall: “[Identities] arise from the narrativization of the self, but the necessarily fictional nature of this 
process in no way undermines its discursive, material or political effectivity, even if the belongingness, 
the 'suturing into the story' through which identities arise is, partly, in the imaginary (as well as the 
symbolic) and therefore, always, partly constructed in fantasy” (p. 4). 
 
This links to Adichie’s view of stories impacting people. How viewing their story (or the story we create 
for them) impacts how we interact with them.  
 

Exercise: Creating Toast 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Analysis of process 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 
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Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, response, summary, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical,  Bodily-kinesthetic, Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Class 

 Visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 I have a friend who doesn’t know how to make toast. Please help him by drawing out the 

process. 

Note: Inspired from: Tom Wujec: Got a wicked problem? First, tell me how you make toast. Also 

resourced from Drawtoast.com  

Time: 40-42 min 
 Introduction: 2 min 

 Drawing: part 1 - 5 min; part 2 – 10 min 

 Follow-up: part 1 - 15 min; part 2 – 10 min 

Instructions: part 2 
 Take a piece of paper and pen, and then draw out how to make toast.  

 Draw out how to make toast.  

Deliverable 
Hand drawn description of how to make toast.  

Follow up 
Have everyone bring up their drawings and submit them. Lay them out on the front table and show 

them the various methods of making toast. Have the group comment on the drawings; pointing out 

which are simple and complex, which have people and which don't.  

 How do some people focus on people? 

 How do some focus on process? Materials? Supply chain process? 

 What are the benefits of each point of view?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, what they expect, and how they respond. This can 

include discussion points on  

 Cultural assumptions about process or products 

 Otherization – especially during the ‘review portion’  

http://www.ted.com/talks/tom_wujec_got_a_wicked_problem_first_tell_me_how_you_make_toast#t-525098
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 Reaching across differences 

Instructions: part 2 
 Take your drawing on out how to make toast, and grab a partner to compare and contrast your images.  

 Together, revise your process and redraw out how to make toast.  

 Do this silently. 

Deliverable 
Second version of a hand-drawn description of how to make toast.  

Follow up 
Have everyone bring up their drawings and submit them. Lay them out on the front table and show 
them the various methods of making toast. Have the group comment on the drawings; pointing out 
which are simple and complex, which have people and which don't. 
 

 Are there major revisions in the drawings? On the focus of the drawings? On the audiences?  

 What were the difficulties of not speaking with your partner? 

 How did you negotiate how to fix disagreements? 

 
Conclude with:  

 How would you have done this for someone else? For example a friend, a relative, or a co-

worker? 

 

Exercise: Linking Words 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Transitions 

 Academic phrases 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Impacts rough draft of process essay 

 Purpose, audience (expectations), context, conventions (academic), genre (academic 

writing) 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking  

 interpretation, synthesis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Interpersonal 
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Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group 

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 The handout on transitions and linking words is very helpful when writing. The lists many 

different types of linking words, and phrases, however, for your process essay assignment you will need 

the Time / Chronology / Sequence section.  

Time: 30 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 15 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Take your Making Toast picture, and write out a description of what you drew, what your instructions 

were to make toast. Use the phrases from the Time / Chronology / Sequence section to link the different 

parts or steps in your process. 

Deliverable 
Hand written process, one to three paragraphs explaining how to make toast.  

  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 How did the phrases help you?  

 What was odd about using them? How did you feel about the different phrases? 

 Were some phrases harder to use than others?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.5 

                                                           
5 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/. For reprint permissions beyond the scope 
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 Conclude with: Let’s now look at the homework for next week.  
 

 

Homework: Process Essay 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and use a secondary discourse (Gee) based  

 Multicultural: working on communication skills for others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Developing a professional voice. 

 Determining cause and effect, process steps 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Audience analysis. 

 Process analysis 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of process essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:  

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Logical-mathematical,  Bodily-kinesthetic, Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary,  

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 The purpose of the process essay is to help explain to your reader how to complete a procedure, 

or explain a set of instructions so your reader can complete them. For example, a process essay that 

people frequently read is a recipe. A cooking recipe gives all of the ingredients that are needed for the 

recipe and then outlines the steps with explanations so the reader can cook or make the dish successful. 

                                                           
of this license, contact the original author. All copies of this document must preserve the license 
statement and should attribute the original contributor and the Postsecondary Framework. Any 
revised copies need to notice that they are revisions of the original document as well.  

 



47 | P a g e  
 

This is usually done in a step-by-step process however this can also be done with a narrative process. 

The latter process is what we will be using instead of the systematic numbered outline process. 

Time: 15 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 60-90 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
For the process essay, you will need to select a topic based on your major that involves a variety of steps 

to complete. For example if you are in the information technology field you may want to explain to a 

novice how to assemble a computer, How do I install a program, or how to connect to the Internet 

through a router. If you are in the nutrition field, you may want to explain how to manage an 

appropriate level of fat and sugar in your daily food intake. If your program field is electrical Engineering, 

you may want to explain how to measure the voltage on a circuit board. All of these examples would 

also want to mention why these are important. 

Remember for this assignment you were writing for a novice to your field, or someone who does not 

have any knowledge of your field : the basic concepts, the vocabulary you use, or the purpose of the 

activity. These are things that you will need to include in the assignment so it is a successful essay. 

Remember to apply the concepts of audience analysis we discussed for our description essay practice 

assignment, for the alien scientists. They are listed below for this project. 

 Who is the general audience I want to reach? 

 Who is most likely to be interested in the research I am doing? 

 What is it about my topic that interests the general audience I have discerned? 

 If the audience I am writing for is not particularly interested in my topic, what should I do to 

pique its interest? 

 Will each member of the broadly conceived audience agree with what I have to say? 

 If not (which will likely be the case!) what counter-arguments should I be prepared to answer? 

Remember to use your transition and linking words. You can also find a list here: 

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/sample/ite/gs/gs_38.html  

 

Deliverable 
Typed process essay, two to three pages in length.  

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were some challenges you had with determining your audience? 

 How did you resolve those problems? 

 What structures did you use to help explain your process?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/sample/ite/gs/gs_38.html
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 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.  

 

Homework: Ethos, Logos, Pathos: Three Ways to Persuade 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Developing a professional voice. 

 Audience analysis. 

 Convincing audiences 

 Process analysis 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of process essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:  

 interpretation, synthesis, summary 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Logical-mathematical,  Bodily-kinesthetic, Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary,  

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 There are many ways to convince people, three of which we have already discussed a bit. Now, 

let’s take a deeper look into the three major ways people convince others using ethos, logos and pathos.  

Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Homework: 30-45 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 
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Instructions 
 Read the attached article and answer the 11 questions with complete sentences and ideas.    

Deliverable 
Typed responses for each of the 11 questions. Responses should total at least one page, maximum two 

pages.  

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Were there any techniques or ‘writerly moves’ that you picked up from the article?  
 Provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 

 Outline the main argument (claim) 

 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 

 Identify any conclusions made by the author 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 
major.6 

  

 

  

                                                           
6 Ibid. Rosen. 
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Homework: Ethos, Logos, Pathos: Three Ways to Persuade 

Time: 10 min 
 Follow-up: 10 min 

Deliverable 
Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Were there any techniques or ‘writerly moves’ that you picked up from the article?  

 Provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 

 Outline the main argument (claim) 

 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 

 Identify any conclusions made by the author 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  
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 Presentation of arguments, structure of arguments 

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer explains the use of sources and the importance of incorporating sources from a broad 

range (several disciplines).  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

Conclude with:  
 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

Homework: Process Essay 

Time: 10 min 
 Follow-up: 10 min 

Deliverable 
Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were some challenges you had with determining your audience? 

 How did you resolve those problems? 

 What structures did you use to help explain your process?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.  

 

Exercise: No wonder…. 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 
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Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Reading different articles helps us understand more about writing. While some may be more 

ridiculous than others, it’s through seeing and reading them that we can understand their process. We 

will work with a partner through this next article so as to understand her structure, ethos, pathos and 

style.  

Ann Hodgman’s, “No Wonder They Call Me a Bit##”  

Time: 55 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 40 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
With a partner read and work through the article, “No Wonder They Call Me a Bitch.” Answer the 

following questions:  

 What is the author’s thesis? How do you know this?  

 How does the author structure the essay?  

 Where does the author make claims and support them with evidence (ethos)?  

 Where does the author play on emotion (pathos)?  

 What writerly moves are effective for this essay/article? 

 Where does the author need to clarify, elaborate, delete? 7 
 

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least one page in length, answering the questions.  

                                                           
7 Questions developed by owl.purdue.edu: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/658/04/  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/658/04/
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Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What is the author’s thesis? How do you know this?  

 How does the author structure the essay?  

 Where does the author make claims and support them with evidence (ethos)?  

 Where does the author play on emotion (pathos)? 8  
 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 
identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer explains her/his understanding of critical reading—both reading a text for subject 
content (what a writer communicates) and reading a text to analyze a piece of writing (how a 
writer communicates).  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 
and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay. 9 

 
Conclude with:  
 Let’s write a one paragraph summary of Hodgman’s article.  

 10 minutes 

 Now, if we were to write this for another audience, how would we rework this to be appropriate 

for them? Let us select the format of a song, of your favorite genre. Using this second audience rewrite 

your paragraph using your song format.   

Exercise: Writing Process 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:  understanding how one expresses one’s self in a formal setting, 

recursive writing practices  

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Understanding the recursive writing process 

  

                                                           
8 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   
 
9 Ibid, Rosen.   
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Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Writing process 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Class 

 Hand written, typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 The writing process is iterative or recursive – meaning it doesn’t all happen at once.  

Time: 35 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
 Write a paragraph describing who you are regarding your age. Some things to think about include those 

obvious differences from others in the class. It can include: 

 What   

Deliverable 
None 

Follow up 
Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 
identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer explains her/his understanding of critical reading—both reading a text for subject 
content (what a writer communicates) and reading a text to analyze a piece of writing (how a 
writer communicates).  

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 
potential applications for their inquiry research essay for Unit 2.  
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 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 
major. 10 

 

 

Exercise: Inventing the University 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify; compare these to academic discourses  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others, particularly academia 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Review/analysis of academic discourse. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

   

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Logical-mathematical, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Group, Class 

 Hand written, typed text 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
Writing for class is much different from writing for friends, family or work. It’s important to understand 

those differences, and important to use them in the proper locations. The article we’re going to read 

and review deals with writing for school. Together as a class we started on David Bartholomae’s article 

“Inventing the University.” Summarize sections to better understand the main points of the article. 

Time: 55-65 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 40-50  min 

                                                           
10 Ibid. Rosen 
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 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
 Read together through the document.  

Summarize sections to better understand the main points of the article.  

 What does the introduction talk about? How would you summarize this section? 

 What does the summary talk about? How would you summarize this section? 

  

Deliverable 
Classroom discussion 

Follow up 
  Note that we did not finish. We will work on this assignment as part of your homework.  

Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 Academia 

  

  
 

Homework: Inventing the University 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify; compare these to academic discourses  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others, particularly academia 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Review/analysis of academic discourse. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

   

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Logical-mathematical, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Group, Class 

 Hand written, typed text 
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Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Writing for class is much different from writing for friends, family or work. It’s important to 

understand those differences, and important to use them in the proper locations. The article we’re 

going to read and review deals with writing for school. Together as a class we started on David 

Bartholomae’s article “Inventing the University.” Summarize sections to better understand the main 

points of the article. Continue through the article and answer the questions. 

 

Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 45-60 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
These are smaller writing assignments that allow you to capture the main ideas of a piece of writing and 

incorporate quotes/paraphrases that you will utilize in research essays.  Your paper should contain all of 

the following elements. 

 Provide the full bibliographic citation at the top of your page 
 Introduce the author(s) and provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 
 Outline the main argument (claim) 
 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 
 Identify any conclusions made by the author/s 

 Include specific quotes/paraphrases with citations (page numbers or paragraph numbers) 11    
 

Deliverable 
Write one to two pages answering the questions.  Your document must be over 450 words 

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article  

 Outline the main argument (claim) 

 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

                                                           
11 Ibid. Rosen 
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 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 
identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer explains her/his understanding of critical reading—both reading a text for subject 
content (what a writer communicates) and reading a text to analyze a piece of writing (how a 
writer communicates).  

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 
potential applications for their inquiry research essay for Unit 2.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 
and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 
major.1  

 
  

Homework: Thesis statements 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: developing a voice & self-expression methods.  

 Multicultural:  . 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Expressing statements within the professional discourse methods 

 Expressing thesis statements 

 Recognizing how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Thesis statements 

 conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:  

 synthesis, summary  

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Logical-mathematical, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary,  

 typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Learning how to develop and write thesis statements is an important skill for all academic 

writers. This skill also transitions over to project reports, proposals, and other technical writing. You will 

use these skills in this class, other classes, and your new profession once you graduate.  
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Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 15 min 

 Follow-up: 5 min 

Instructions 
 Read and work through the worksheet on creating thesis statements.  

Deliverable 
Completed worksheet.  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were things you already knew about thesis statements? 

 What is one thing you learned or improved on?  

Use the examples to discussion points on: 

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.12 

Note: Exercise utilizes tools and exercises developed by : 

http://www.press.umich.edu/pdf/0472031937-templates.pdf  

Homework: Implicit Assumptions test 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Audience analysis 

                                                           
12 Ibid. Rosen  

http://www.press.umich.edu/pdf/0472031937-templates.pdf
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 Audience, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis  

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal  

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Class 

 Typed text, web navigation 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Responsibility, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Knowing yourself involves understanding the multiple aspects of yourself. The next activity 

assists with developing an understanding of gender.  

Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Go to the following website (https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html), and take the test 
labelled Gender IAT.  

Review your test results and write one to two paragraphs answering the following questions.  

 What was the result of your test?  
 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  
 Was there anything about the results that you felt matched you or your reactions?  
 It is hard to look at results sometimes that counteract information we believe. If these were 

results someone else received, then what advice would you give them?  

Deliverables: 
Write one or two paragraphs presenting your test results and your reactions to them. 

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
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Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on:  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 
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Homework: Implicit Assumptions test 

Time: 10 min 
 Follow-up: 10 min 

Deliverables: 
Write one or two paragraphs presenting your test results and your reactions to them. 

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 
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 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on:  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Homework: Thesis statements 

Time: 5 min 
 Follow-up: 5 min 

Deliverable 
Completed worksheet.  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were things you already knew about thesis statements? 

 What is one thing you learned or improved on?  

Use the examples to discussion points on: 

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major. 13 

Homework: Inventing the University 

Time: 5 min 
 Follow-up: 5 min 

Deliverable 
Write one to two pages answering the questions.  Your document must be over 450 words 

                                                           
13 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   
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Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article  

 Outline the main argument (claim) 

 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 

Use the examples to highlight discussion points on: 

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 
identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer explains her/his understanding of critical reading—both reading a text for subject 
content (what a writer communicates) and reading a text to analyze a piece of writing (how a 
writer communicates).  

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 
potential applications for their inquiry research essay for Unit 2.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 
and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 
major. 14 

ICE: Self-definition - Gender 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, analytic, 

                                                           
14 Ibid.  
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Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

Habits of Mind 
 Openness, Engagement, Responsibility, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Gender is so much more than physical realities. There’s the difference between being male and 

a ‘guy’ or a female and a ‘girl.’  

“The circularity of power is especially important in the context of representation. The argument is that 

everyone — the powerful and the powerless - is caught up, though not on equal terms, in power's 

circulation” (Hall, pg. 261). 

Time 22 min 
 Introduction: 2 min 

 ICE: 15min 

 Follow-up: 5 min 

Instructions 
 Write a paragraph describing who you are regarding your gender. Some things to think about include: 

 Men:  

o Who is the first ‘man’ you think of? Why do you think of that person – what are his 

characteristics (physical, emotional, intellectual, famous)?  

o What is the difference between being male and being masculine? What are the benefits 

or drawbacks of being a man? What is one example from your life where being a man 

was a good thing? What is one example where it was a bad thing?  

o How do you view other men? How do you relate to men in general? Do you easily 

understand them or are they a mystery? Give an example of how they are a mystery or 

easy to understand.  

o Are you straight, gay, bisexual, etc.? How does that affect the way you view other men 

or masculinity? How does that affect the way you view women or femininity?  

o How do you view women? How do you relate to women in general? Do you easily 

understand them or are they a mystery? Give an example of how they are a mystery or 

easy to understand.  

o How do you relate to a male professor? A male boss? A female professor? A female 

boss? Would you have a problem with one of the above? For example, you have a male 

boss. What attitudes do you have towards him? How do you think you two would 

interact? How does that change if you find out he is gay? Why? How would that change 

if your boss were female and gay? 

o What is it mean to you to be a man? 

o How do you define what it is to be a man?  

 

 Women: 

o Who is the first ‘woman’ you think of? Why do you think of that person – what are her 

characteristics (physical, emotional, intellectual, famous)?  
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o What is the difference between being female and being feminine? What are the 

benefits or drawbacks of being a woman? What is one example from your life where 

being a woman was a good thing? What is one example where it was a bad thing?  

o How do you view other women? How do you relate to women in general? Do you easily 

understand them or are they a mystery? Give an example of how they are a mystery or 

easy to understand.  

o Are you straight, gay, bisexual, etc.? How does that affect the way you view other men 

or masculinity? How does that affect the way you view women or femininity?  

o How do you view men? How do you relate to men in general? Do you easily understand 

them or are they a mystery? Give an example of how they are a mystery or easy to 

understand.  

o How do you relate to a male professor? A male boss? A female professor? A female 

boss? Would you have a problem with one of the above? For example, you have a 

female boss. What attitudes do you have towards him? How do you think you two 

would interact? How does that change if you find out she is gay? Why? How would that 

change if your boss were male and gay? 

o What is it mean to you to be a woman? 

o How do you define what it is to be a woman? 

 

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least one page in length, describing who you are and what makes you ‘X’ 

gender.  

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What is one example from your life where being a man was a good thing?  

 What is one example where it was a bad thing? 

 What is one example from your life where being a woman was a good thing?  

 What is one example where it was a bad thing? 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Conclude with:  
 How gender influences our communication strategies. How we feel it is or isn’t appropriate to 

talk/write/act a certain way around people of ‘x’ gender or sexuality. 
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Exercise: Logical Fallacies 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: understanding how they cannot argue within their chosen discourses.  

 Multicultural: recognizing others methods of communication. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Recognizing logical arguments 

 Understanding and critiquing arguments 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

   

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Logical fallacies are propositions that do not use proper logic. They propose an item or truth, but 

then do no follow it up in a truly logical manner, instead they often jump to conclusions, present it in 

such a way that the information seems true, or possibly they distract the reader with other issues.  

Time: 35min  
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Review the PowerPoint on Logical Fallacies 

Logical Fallacies 

2015.ppt
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Deliverable 
Classroom discussion 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were some fallacies you were already familiar with? Where did you encounter them?  

 Have you used any of these? 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.15 

  

Break: 20 min 
 

Exercise: Finding Fallacies  
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

                                                           
15 Ibid. Rosen 
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 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Logical-mathematical,  Interpersonal, Visual 

Interactional aspects 

  Pair 

 Visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Fallacies are sometimes easier and harder to find. It depends on the context, as well as how 

emotionally involved you are in the argument. Now that we’ve reviewed different types of fallacies, 

work with a partner to find some in a two political cartoons.  

101-wk5-ex1-Findin

g Fallacies.docx

101-wk5-ex1-Editori

al Cartoons.pdf
 

Time:  36min  
 Introduction: 1 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 15 min 

 Follow-up: 20 min 

Instructions 
With a partner review the different examples below. List out what logical fallacies you find, as well as 

why they are fallacies.  

 What are the fallacies you found? 

 What assumptions do they make?  

 Why are they a fallacy? 

Deliverable 
Notes and ideas supporting your points. There is nothing to turn in, however, you will be presenting 

your information.  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What are the fallacies you found? 

 What assumptions do they make?  

 Why are they a fallacy? 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  
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 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.16 

 

Exercise: Understanding Comparison/Contrast Essays 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:  understanding professional requirements,  

 Multicultural:  

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

  

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Portions of the Comparison/Contrast Essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Comparison/Contrast essays are typical of different academic essays.  

101-wk5-ex4-Comp

are-contrast essay.pptx
 

Time: 75min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

                                                           
16 Ibid. Rosen 
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 Lecture: 20 min 

 Exercise 1: 10 min + 5 follow up 

 Exercise 2: 15 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions: Lecture 
Review the Compare/Contrast Essay PowerPoint. 

Instructions: Exercise 1 
Fill out the form on the bottom of the page with positives and negatives of each of items. 

101-wk5-ex2-Comp

arison & Contrast.docx
 

Deliverable: Exercise 1 
A filled out form for the comparison of your mother’s/wife’s/nana’s/grandma’s/x’s cooking vs. your 

favorite restaurant’s cooking.  

Instructions: Exercise 2 
Use the form we just filled, and create paragraphs based on the two different types of food. Use these 

common words for comparison & contrast. 

101-wk5-ex3-Comp

arison & Contrast paragraphs.docx
 

Deliverable: Exercise 2 optional 
Three paragraphs, one for each of the different categories of the comparison of your 

mother’s/wife’s/nana’s/grandma’s/x’s cooking vs. your favorite restaurant’s cooking.  

Follow up 
Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.17 

                                                           
17 Ibid Rosen 
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Homework: Comparison Contrast Essay 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

  Development of professional methods of analysis and contrast 

 Beginning stages of comparison/contrast discourse. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of comparison/contrast essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:  

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Now we will write a comparison contrast essay.  

Time: 5 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 40-90 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Write a comparison contrast essay for two jobs that you have found in your chosen field.  You will have 

to go to several sites to find information about your field and the jobs within it. You can go to the 

following sites: 

www.bls.gov This site has its Occupational Outlook area. It gives information on the different jobs in 

your field as well as the national and state wage averages, education requirements, etc.  

http://www.bls.gov/
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www.montser.com; www.jobing.com; etc.: these job search tools will help you find specific jobs. NOTE: 

the positions your writing about do NOT have to be local. After all, when you graduate you may already 

be thinking of moving. Broaden the scope and look outside of this city.  

Think about the following when writing about your future job prospects. These do not have to be the 

only categories to think of, but may be some you can easily use.  

 What are the job responsibilities? 

 What is their work environment like? (This doesn’t mean is it work-from-home, or an office job. 

What industries employ the most of this job? Is the majority self-employed? What are the 

benefits of being self-employed vs. ‘regular’ employed?)  

 What are the benefits of the job (not just pay, but qualitative rewards)?  

 What are the requirements?  

 What are the pay scales?  

 What is the future of the field (growing, saturated, shrinking)?  

 What are similar jobs?  

Be sure to include at least one visual item as part of your comparison/contrast. Include a label of the 

item as well as an explanation of how it helps one of the jobs or the other.  

Deliverable 

 Two rough drafts of a comparison contrast essay about two different jobs in your field. This 

should be two to four pages long, double spaced. There should be one relevant visual helping to 

prove your points for or against one of the jobs.  

 Information should be cited appropriately (APA formatting).  

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were the jobs you compared? 

 What are some things that surprised you about the two jobs you researched? 

 What was the visual you used?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

http://www.montser.com/
http://www.jobing.com/
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 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.18 

  

Exercise: Understanding Visual Arguments 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Audience analysis. 

  

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Using images for argument 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:   

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Visual, Logical-mathematical, Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Group, Class 

 Hand written, Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Images have a strong impact on audiences. Using them effectively can definitely help your 

argument.  

101-wk5-ex3-Image

s and Argument.pptx
 

Time:  30 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 20 min 

                                                           
18 Ibid Rosen 
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 Follow-up: 5 min 

Instructions 
 Review the PowerPoint.  

Deliverable 
Application of the ideas to the comparison/contrast essay. 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 How can you apply our visual methods to your comparison/contrast essay?  

 What types of images do you think would work the best? 

Use the examples to highlight discussion points on:  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.19 

 

  

                                                           
19 Ibid Rosen 
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 Homework: Comparison Contrast Essay 
Introduction 
 Now we will write a comparison contrast essay.  

Time: 10 min 
 Follow-up: 10 min 

Deliverable 

 Two rough drafts of a comparison contrast essay about two different jobs in your field. This 

should be two to four pages long, double spaced. There should be one relevant visual helping to 

prove your points for or against one of the jobs.  

 Information should be cited appropriately (APA formatting).  

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 How would you have written this to someone else? For example a friend, a relative, or a co-

worker? 



77 | P a g e  
 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.20 

Exercise: Peer Review of Comparison/Contrast Essay 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:  learning your own style of communication, how to receive feedback 

 Multicultural: relating and coaching others, intercultural communicative strategies 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Revision process, Peer review 

  

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of comparison/contrast essay 

 Peer review 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process  

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Pair 

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 

                                                           
20 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   
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 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Now that you’ve written your rough draft, we are going to review it with a partner.  

Time: 35 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Review the handout for peer review for comparison/contrast essays. Work with your partner. Read his 

or her paper one time through. Then use the form to work through the revision tips. Remember that 

feedback is important, and is not criticism.  

 What is the difference between criticism and feedback ? 

Deliverable 
Revised, marked up, highlighted copy of your partner’s essay. 

Collect and photocopy the revision copy of essay, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What are some things you made suggestions on?  

 How did you phrase your suggestions?  

 What were some things you saw in your partner’s paper that you thought you could fix in your 

own?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.21 

 

                                                           
21 Ibid Rosen.  
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Exercise: Visual Arguments (Pt 2) 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

   audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

   

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 We’ve already reviewed some of the basics for using visual arguments. Now we will look into 

this more in depth.  

Time:  45 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 30 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Review the PowerPoint on visual arguments, part 2.    

Deliverable 
Class discussion 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 How would you have written this to someone else? For example a friend, a relative, or a co-

worker? 
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Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

  
 

 

Break: 20 min 

Exercise: Assessing Sources 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Analysis of sources 

 Exhibiting ethos as a professional writer 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

  Exhibiting ethos as a professional writer 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:  

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Group, Class 

 Hand written, typed text 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Being able to understand and assess sources is an important skill. This goes beyond just writing a 

research paper for a class. This applies to trusting someone who is presenting information to you.  
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Time: 55 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Jigsaw Exercise: 40 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
You will be broken up into three different groups. Each group will receive an article that you will have to 

read and report on to the rest of the class. In your small groups determine who will be the speaker, the 

scribe, and the time keeper.  

 Speaker- presents information to the class 

 Scribe- writes down notes and/or writes the written portion of the group assignment 

 Timekeeper- ensures the group stays on task, and completes the assignment on time. 

Part 1:  

You will take notes and review your points that help answer each question below. Compare them, and 

when they are different discuss why they are different, until you can come to an agreement on a correct 

answer. Compare and contrast the following sections: 

 Introduce the author(s) and provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 

 Outline the main argument (claim) 

 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 

 Identify any conclusions made by the author/s22 
 

Part 2:  

You and your group members will develop rules and guidelines to help assess sources. As stated earlier, 

being able to trust someone or a source is an important skill to develop.  

 What guidelines will you develop? 

 Why did your group decide on these? 

 What are the benefits of your guidelines? Are there any drawbacks to your guidelines? 

Articles: 

 Pew Research Center : How Teens Do Research in the Digital World. A survey of Advanced 

Placement and National Writing Project teachers finds that teens’ research habits are changing 

in the digital age 

 Anatomy of a Fake Quotation by Megan McArdle. The Atlantic 

                                                           
22 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   
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Deliverable 
Write two paragraphs presenting the information in your article. Then write your guidelines (5-10). The 
scribe will help write the information, but all three members should contribute to the paragraphs.  

At the end of the assignment, the speaker should be ready to present the group’s findings (paragraphs) 
to the rest of the class.  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were some of the most interesting ideas in your article? 

 What were some difficulties you had drawing up your guidelines? 

Ensure the guidelines are appropriate, and help guide the students to adding the information needed to 

their guidelines.  

Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.23 

 

Homework: Visual Arguments (Pt 2) 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

   audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

   

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

                                                           
23 Ibid Rosen.  
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Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Now that we’ve discussed visual arguments in more detail you will create your own.  

Time:  10 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 45-60 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Create a visual argument: you can draw it, or make a visual collage from many different pictures, 

images, comics, etc. You should pick a topic in your field that may be controversial. For example, if you 

are IT, then you could select ‘Does information’s availability justify its use?’. If you are in Nursing, then 

you could select mandatory vaccinations for nurses, NAs, PAs, etc. If you are in Engineering, then you 

could select advanced wiretaps and law enforcement snooping.  

Requirements for the argument.  

 Stake a position, and take a side. Remember to position yourself, as well as find your audience’s 

position.  

 Determine how many images are going to be part of your argument. Alternately, if you are 

drawing it yourself, determine how many components will be part of your image.  

 Search and find your images, remember to collect citation information (more than just the web 

address). 

 The visual can be in color, black & white, or a combination.  

 Microsoft Word has tools to alter many different aspects of an image: 

o scaling, layering, formatting, layout, color, artistic effects 

o Determine how you can use these to advocate your argument; beware of how these can 

also be detrimental to your argument if used too much or inappropriately. 

  

Deliverable 
Email this assignment, so that graphics are not compromised, unless you are drawing it yourself. If you 

are drawing it yourself, please keep to an 8.5 x 11 format.  

Additionally, email the answer to the following questions (short answers). 
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 What is your topic, and which side do you take? 

 Who is your intended audience? Are they for or against your side, or neutral? 

 Why did you select color or black & white images?  

 Why did you use the effects you did? 

 Why did you lay out the images as you did?  

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were some of the issues you faced while creating your project? 

 How did you overcome them? 

 Who did you check your project with/show it to before you submitted it? 

Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.24 

Homework: All Photos Lie 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Visual argumentation. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

   

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

                                                           
24 Ibid Rosen.  
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Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, typed text, Visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 We have talked a little bit about visual arguments, after all they can help or hinder a position. 

Goldstein writes an article specifically talking about photographs. Read and review the article.  

Time:  5 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 45-60 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
 Read and review the article. This is an annotation, a smaller writing assignment that allows you to 

capture the main ideas of a piece of writing and incorporate quotes/paraphrases.  Your annotation 

should contain all of the following elements. 

 Provide the full bibliographic citation at the top of your page 

 Introduce the author(s) and provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 

 Outline the main argument (claim) 

 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 

 Identify any conclusions made by the author/s 

 Include specific quotes/paraphrases with citations (page numbers or paragraph numbers) 25   
 

Deliverable 
Typed one to two page document answering the questions above. The annotation must be over 450 
words. 
Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were some surprising things your found out about photography? 

 How can you use this new information? Did you apply it to your visual argument? 

                                                           
25 Ibid Rosen.  
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 How can the camera lie? s 

Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.26 

 

Homework: Implicit Assumptions Test-Race 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Audience analysis 

 Audience, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis  

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal  

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Class 

 Typed text, web navigation 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Responsibility, Flexibility, Metacognition 

                                                           
26 Ibid Rosen.  
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Introduction 
 Knowing yourself involves understanding the multiple aspects of yourself. The next activity 

assists with developing an understanding of gender.  

Time: 5 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Go to the following website (https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html), and take the test 
labelled Race IAT.  

Review your test results and write one to two paragraphs answering the following questions.  

 What was the result of your test?  
 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  
 Was there anything about the results that you felt matched you or your reactions?  
 It is hard to look at results sometimes that counteract information we believe. If these were 

results someone else received, then what advice would you give them?  

Deliverables: 
Write one or two paragraphs presenting your test results and your reactions to them. 

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on:  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

 

  

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
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Homework: All Photos Lie 
Time:  35 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

 Exercise: Compare/Contrast: 25 min 

Follow up: Activity 

Instructions 
Select a partner and then review your points that help answer each question. Compare them, and when 

they are different discuss why they are different, until you can come to an agreement on a correct 

answer. Compare and contrast the following sections: 

 Introduce the author(s) and provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 

 Outline the main argument (claim) 
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 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 

 Identify any conclusions made by the author/s27 
 

Deliverable 
Legibly write and annotate on your and your partner’s document the questions and comments you’ve 

made based on your comparisons. Some of this may take up the back side of your paper.  

Deliverable 
Typed one to two page document answering the questions above. The annotation must be over 450 
words. 
Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were some surprising things your found out about photography? 

 How can you use this new information? Did you apply it to your visual argument? 

 How can the camera lie? s 

Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.28 

 

Homework: Visual Argument 2 

Time:  10 min 
 Follow-up: 10 min 

                                                           
27 QUESTIONS DEVELOPED BY JAN ROSEN. “THE WORLD OF RESEARCH WRITING” WAS CONTRIBUTED AS A 

REPRESENTATIVE ASSIGNMENT BY  JAN ROSER FOR THE POSTSECONDARY FRAMEWORK: 
HTTP://WPACOUNCIL.ORG/FRAMEWORK  THIS WORK IS LICENSED UNDER THE CREATIVE COMMONS 

ATTRIBUTION-NONCOMMERCIAL-SHAREALIKE 3.0 UNPORTED LICENSE: 
HTTP://CREATIVECOMMONS.ORG/LICENSES/BY-NC-SA/3.0/.   
 

 

28 IBID ROSEN.  
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Deliverable 
Email this assignment, so that graphics are not compromised, unless you are drawing it yourself. If you 

are drawing it yourself, please keep to an 8.5 x 11 format.  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were some of the issues you faced while creating your project? 

 How did you overcome them? 

 Who did you check your project with/show it to before you submitted it? 

Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.29 

Homework: Implicit Assumptions Test-Race 

Time: 10 min 
 Follow-up: 10 min 

Deliverables: 
Write one or two paragraphs presenting your test results and your reactions to them. 

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on:  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

 

                                                           
29 IBID ROSEN.  
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ICE: Self-definition - Race 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, analytic, 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

Habits of Mind 
  

Introduction 
 Race is so much more than physical realities.    

“The circularity of power is especially important in the context of representation. The argument is that 

everyone — the powerful and the powerless - is caught up, though not on equal terms, in power's 

circulation” (Hall, pg. 261). 

 

Time: 30 min 
 Introduction: 5min 

 ICE: 15min 

 Follow-up: 10min 

Instructions 
 Write a paragraph describing who you are regarding your race. Some things to think about include: 

 Who is the first person of your race you think of? Why do you think of that person – what are 

his/her characteristics (physical, emotional, intellectual, famous)?  
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 What is the difference between being your race and being another? What are the benefits or 

drawbacks? What is one example from your life where being a your race was a good thing? 

What is one example where it was a bad thing?  

 How do you view other races? How do you relate to other races in general (Can you even 

generalize this)? Do you easily understand them or are they a mystery? Give an example of how 

they are a mystery or easy to understand.  

 How do you relate to a professor of the same race? A different race? A boss? Would you have a 

problem with one of the above? For example, you have a boss of a different race. What 

attitudes do you have towards him? How do you think you two would interact? How does that 

change if you find out he is of another race? Why?  

 Is there an example when you have seen someone treated differently because of their race?  

 What is it mean to you to be a person of your race? 

 How do you define what it is to be a person of your race?  

 

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least one page in length, describing who you are and what makes you ‘X’ 

race.  

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What is one example when you have seen someone treated differently because of his or her 

race?  

   

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Conclude with:  
 How race influences our communication strategies. How we feel it is or isn’t appropriate to 

talk/write/act a certain way around people of ‘x’ race. 

Break: 20min  
 

Adjusting to your audience 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  
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 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, type text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 We’ve discussed age, gender, and now race. Are there special circumstances that involve any of 

these topics?  

Time: 60 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Video: 18 min 

 Activity: 25 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
 We will watch a video that touches on one way to deal with diversity regarding race.  

 http://www.ted.com/talks/verna_myers_how_to_overcome_our_biases_walk_boldly_toward_t

hem    

Activity:  
Form into small groups 3-4 people and discuss Myers’ idea about confronting racism. Think about the 

following: 

 Are these ‘doable’ steps?  

http://www.ted.com/talks/verna_myers_how_to_overcome_our_biases_walk_boldly_toward_them
http://www.ted.com/talks/verna_myers_how_to_overcome_our_biases_walk_boldly_toward_them
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 What difficulties might arise from completing these three steps? 

 Which do you think is hardest, or easiest? 

Deliverable 
A list of realistic, personal possibilities.  

Follow up 
  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Homework: What Should White People Do 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Visual argumentation. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

   

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, typed text, Visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 We have talked a little bit about race and dealing with it, after all they can help or hinder a 

position. Martin-Alcoff writes an article specifically talking about empowering one’s self beyond self-

criticism. Read and review the article.  



95 | P a g e  
 

Time:  5 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 45-60 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
 Read and review the article. This is an annotation, a smaller writing assignment that allows you to 

capture the main ideas of a piece of writing and incorporate quotes/paraphrases.  Your annotation 

should contain all of the following elements. 

 Provide the full bibliographic citation at the top of your page 

 Introduce the author(s) and provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 

 Outline the main argument (claim) 

 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 

 Identify any conclusions made by the author/s 

 Include specific quotes/paraphrases with citations (page numbers or paragraph numbers) 30   
 

Deliverable 
Typed one to two page document answering the questions above. The annotation must be over 450 
words. 
Collect the essays 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were some surprising things your found out about awareness training? 

 How can you use this new information? Did you apply it to your other homework assignment? 

   

Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.31 

                                                           
30 Ibid Rosen.  

 
31 Ibid Rosen.  
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Homework: What should We Do? 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning   

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

   

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:   

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Continuing with our discussion about communicating across race, and culture, you will create an 

action plan for a hypothetical intervention. After you have read Martin-Alcoff’s article, think of a 

situation you might come across, and then how you would react and intervene.   

Time:  15 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Homework: 20-40 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Create an action plan of your own for interrupting racism, hypothetically.  Think about the following:  

 Besides implementing Myers’ steps, what others can you think of? 

 What steps are realistic?  

 What challenges could you encounter? 

 Besides racism, how could your interrupt other ‘isms’ that occur around you?  

 Write a paragraph describing your hypothetical situation, and the steps you would take to intervene.  
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Deliverable 
A typed description, at least one page in length, describing your hypothetical situation, and the steps 

you would take to intervene.  

Collect the essays  

Follow up 
Form into small groups 3-4 people and discuss Myers’ idea about confronting racism.. Think about the 

following: 

 What was your hypothetical situation? 

 How did you come to realize this situation could occur around you or that you could enter it? 

 What were some steps that you outlined to overcome this situation? 

 Did they involve changes in your own actions or words, or confronting another person?  

 Are these ‘doable’ steps?  

 What difficulties might arise from completing these three steps? 

 Which do you think is hardest, or easiest? 

Return as a group and discuss. Use their examples to highlight perception of others, and how they 

respond. This can include discussion points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

  
 

Homework: Annotated Bibliography 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Documentation 

 Summary 

 Professional documentation 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

  Summary, analysis 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:   

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical,  
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Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

 Typed text  

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Continuing with our discussion about our professional discourses and environments, we will also 

be reviewing two articles from your profession. You will be reading, and creating an annotated 

bibliography of them.  

Time:  15 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Homework: 45-60 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Access the digital library, and find one of the databases that apply to your major or degree. Then find 

two articles that are on a subject that you’ve already covered in your field. For example: 

 Nursing: Patient care or needle prick precautions 

 IT: security networks, or viruses 

 Electrical Engineering: voltage mediation, or materials’ conductivity  

 Criminal Justice: suspect interviewing, or evidence collection 

Then critically read the articles. You will be presenting the main ideas of the articles you read. Cornell 

University defines an annotated bibliography as the following:  

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is 

followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the 

annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, 

and quality of the sources cited. 32 

Each analytic paragraph follows a citation for the professionally, reviewed journal article in your 

appropriate citation formatting (APA vs. MLA). Remember to you use your resources to cover how to do 

APA or MLA formatting.  

The basic formatting should be as follows (note the example below is for MLA): 

                                                           
32 32 OLIN LIBRARY REFERENCE, RESEARCH & LEARNING SERVICES 

CORNELL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, ITHACA, NY, USA 
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33 

Deliverable 
Two citations with an accompanying paragraph outlining: 

 What the article was about (major points, and 1-3 minor points). 

 How it dealt with the subject (experiment, literature review, gave new theory). 

 Who the original, intended audience was. 

 How well you think the author dealt with the subject/topic (new ideas, old ideas, quality 

information or not) 

A printed copy of your articles. 

Collect the essays  

Follow up 
Form into small groups 3-4 people based on your major and review each other’s annotated 

bibliographies.  Think about the following: 

 What was their summary? 

 Highlight some words that help show analysis. 

 Circle some words that help show summary. 

 Box some words that help show paraphrases.  

 Did they cover the points in the deliverables section?  

o What the article was about (major points, and 1-3 minor points). 

                                                           
33 http://library.clark.edu/?q=annotated-bibliography 
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o How it dealt with the subject (experiment, literature review, gave new theory). 

o Who the original, intended audience was. 

o How well you think the author dealt with the subject/topic (new ideas, old ideas, quality 

information or not) 

Return as a group and discuss. Use their examples to highlight perception of others, and how they 

respond. This can include discussion points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 
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Homework: What Should White People Do 
Time:  15 min 

 Follow-up: 15 min 

Deliverable 
Typed one to two page document answering the questions above. The annotation must be over 450 
words. 
Collect the essays 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What were some surprising things you found out about awareness training? 

 How can you use this new information? Did you apply it to your other homework assignment? 
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Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.34 

Homework: What should We Do? 
Introduction 

Time:  40 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 25 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Deliverable 
A typed description, at least one page in length, describing your hypothetical situation, and the steps 

you would take to intervene.  

Collect the essays  

Follow up 
Form into small groups 3-4 people and discuss Myers’ idea about confronting racism.. Think about the 

following: 

 What was your hypothetical situation? 

 How did you come to realize this situation could occur around you or that you could enter it? 

 What were some steps that you outlined to overcome this situation? 

 Did they involve changes in your own actions or words, or confronting another person?  

 Are these ‘doable’ steps?  

 What difficulties might arise from completing these three steps? 

 Which do you think is hardest, or easiest? 

Return as a group and discuss. Use their examples to highlight perception of others, and how they 

respond. This can include discussion points on  

 Stereotypes 

                                                           
34 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   
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 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Homework: Annotated Bibliography 

Time:  25 min 

Deliverable 
Two citations with an accompanying paragraph outlining: 

 What the article was about (major points, and 1-3 minor points). 

 How it dealt with the subject (experiment, literature review, gave new theory). 

 Who the original, intended audience was. 

 How well you think the author dealt with the subject/topic (new ideas, old ideas, quality 

information or not) 

A printed copy of your articles. 

Collect the essays & articles. 

Follow up 
Form into small groups 3-4 people based on your major and review each other’s annotated 

bibliographies.  Think about the following: 

 What was their summary? 

 Highlight some words that help show analysis. 

 Circle some words that help show summary. 

 Box some words that help show paraphrases.  

 Did they cover the points in the deliverables section?  

o What the article was about (major points, and 1-3 minor points). 

o How it dealt with the subject (experiment, literature review, gave new theory). 

o Who the original, intended audience was. 

o How well you think the author dealt with the subject/topic (new ideas, old ideas, quality 

information or not) 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.35 

                                                           
35 Ibid. Rosen. 
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Break: 20 min 

Exercise: Annotated Bibliographies (part 2) 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Now that we’ve reviewed the different forms of the annotated bibliography we need to also 

look at the articles we’ve reviewed. Understanding the basics of how your profession talks among each 

other is important to your future success.  

Time: 35 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 
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Instructions 
 In groups of 2-3 based on your major, review each other’s annotated bibliographies. Look at the 

different topics and journals. Review your two articles and highlight the following: 

 Common phrases and words they use. Try to go beyond technical terminology, but look at 

words and phrases that help convey theories. Also, review how the authors present their 

information: the words and phrases they use to show their ideas.  

 Formatting of their papers. How does the author set up the paper? What are the sections they 

use? 

 Images and graphics.  What images do they use? How are they set up? Where are they placed? 

How are they labelled?  

Deliverable 
1) Create a chart on a piece of paper that lists of the categories above comparing and contrasting 

your articles.  

2) Two to three paragraphs comparing your chat to that of your partners (one per partner).  

Collect the assignment 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.36 

 

 

Cause & Effect Essays 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

                                                           
36 Ibid. Rosen. 
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 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

 Presenting information 

 Understanding Process 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of cause & effect essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary  

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Understanding the processes that surround you in your workplace are important. Understanding 

how events unfold in the workplace, as well as how things operate is also important. Looking at the 

cause & effect essay, and being able to explain the processes that could occur in a project, process, or 

meeting at work are valuable.  

Time: 35 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 30  min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 

Exercise 1:   
Form into groups of 3-4 and get a handout. Review the handout and determine what are the structures 

and forms of a cause & effect essay. Analyze the essay to determine what its purpose is, and how best to 

structure a cause & effect essay that you yourself could write.  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What are the different structures you found? 

 How would you structure your own essay based on the sample essay? 
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 How does the author structure the essay?  

 Where does the author make claims and support them with evidence (ethos)?  

 Where does the author play on emotion (pathos)?  

 What writerly moves/techniques are effective for this essay/article? 

 Where does the author need to clarify, elaborate, delete? 37 

 How did you find these clues? What did you look at to find them?  

  

Deliverable 
List of the following for a group 

 Purpose of C& E essay 

 Process of C&E essay 

 Method of writing a C&E essay 

Exercise 2:   
Review the Cause & Effect PowerPoint.   

Deliverable 
None 

Follow up 
Conclude with: Homework C&E essay 

Homework: Cause & Effect Essays 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

 Presenting information 

 Understanding Process 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of cause & effect essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

                                                           
37 Ibid. Rosen  
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Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary  

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Cause and effect essays are the basis for many reports in the working world. Understanding the 

processes that create and cause events to occur is important. Now we will write a cause & effect essay. 

Time:  15 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Homework: 60-90  min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
 Write an essay explaining an effect and its cause. Select a topic that is in your field It can include: 

 Nursing: causes & effects (C&E) of not following a care plan 

 IT: C&E of power shortages due to selecting the wrong power source 

 Electrical Engineering: C&E of voltage failures in a specific product 

 Criminal Justice: C&E of security failures in a prison  

Use at least two outside source from a professional journal in your field.  

Deliverable 
Two rough drafts of a cause & effect essay about a process in your field. This should be two to four 

pages long, double spaced. There should be one relevant visual helping to prove your points for or 

against one of the jobs.  

Information should be cited appropriately (APA formatting).  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What was your topic? How did you find it? 

 What were some challenges with this type of essay you found? 

 How did you determine which audience to write for?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 
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 Reaching across differences 

 

Homework: Implicit Assumptions Test-Religion 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Audience analysis 

 Audience, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis  

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal  

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Class 

 Typed text, web navigation 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Responsibility, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Knowing yourself involves understanding the multiple aspects of yourself. The next activity 

assists with developing an understanding of gender.  

Time: 5 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Go to the following website (https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html), and take the test 
labelled Religion IAT.  

Review your test results and write one to two paragraphs answering the following questions.  

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
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 What was the result of your test?  
 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  
 Was there anything about the results that you felt matched you or your reactions?  
 It is hard to look at results sometimes that counteract information we believe. If these were 

results someone else received, then what advice would you give them?  

Deliverables: 
Write one or two paragraphs presenting your test results and your reactions to them. 

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on:  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 
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ICE: Self-definition - Religion 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 
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Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, analytic, 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

Habits of Mind 
  

Introduction 
 Religion involves so many different things that impact many aspects of our perception.     

“The circularity of power is especially important in the context of representation. The argument is that 

everyone — the powerful and the powerless - is caught up, though not on equal terms, in power's 

circulation” (Hall, pg. 261). 

 

Time: 30 min 
 Introduction: 5min 

 ICE: 15min 

 Follow-up: 10min 

Instructions 
 Write a paragraph describing who you are regarding your religion. Some things to think about include: 

 Who is the first person of your religion you think of? Why do you think of that person – what are 

his/her characteristics (physical, emotional, intellectual, famous)?  

 What is the difference between being your religion and being another? What are the benefits or 

drawbacks? What is one example from your life where being your religion was a good thing? 

What is one example where it was a bad thing?  

 How do you view other religions? How do you relate to other religions in general (Can you even 

generalize this)? Do you easily understand them or are they a mystery? Give an example of how 

they are a mystery or easy to understand.  

 How do you relate to a professor of the same religion? A different religion? A boss? Would you 

have a problem with one of the above? For example, you have a boss of a different religion. 

What attitudes do you have towards him? How do you think you two would interact? How does 

that change if you find out he is of another religion? Why?  

 Is there an example when you have seen someone treated differently because of his or her 

religion?  

 What is it mean to you to be a person of your religion? 

 How do you define what it is to be a person of your religion?  

 

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least one page in length, describing who you are and what makes you ‘X’ 

religion.  
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Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What is one example when you have seen someone treated differently because of his or her 

religion?  

   

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Conclude with:  
 How religion influences our communication strategies. How we feel it is or isn’t appropriate to 

talk/write/act a certain way around people of ‘x’ religion. 

Homework: Implicit Assumptions Test-Religion 
Time: 15 min 

Deliverables: 
Write one or two paragraphs presenting your test results and your reactions to them. 

Collect the essays,  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on:  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

 

 

Exercise: Peer Review of C&E Essay 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:  learning your own style of communication, how to receive feedback 

 Multicultural: relating and coaching others, intercultural communicative strategies 
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Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Revision process, Peer review 

  

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of comparison/contrast essay 

 Peer review 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process  

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Pair 

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Now that you’ve written your C&E rough draft, we are going to review it with a partner.  

Time: 35 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Review the handout for peer review for C&E essays. Work with your partner. Read his or her paper one 

time through. Then use the form to work through the revision tips. Remember that feedback is 

important, and is not criticism.  

 What is the difference between criticism and feedback? 

Deliverable 
Revised, marked up, highlighted copy of your partner’s essay. 

Collect and photocopy the revision copy of essay, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What are some things you made suggestions on?  
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 How did you phrase your suggestions?  

 What were some things you saw in your partner’s paper that you thought you could fix in your 

own?  

 How would you have written this to someone else? For example a friend, a relative, or a co-

worker? 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.38 

Break: 20 min 
 

Personal Conferences 
Introduction 
 Sit with students 1:1 to help review their strengths and weaknesses. Identify one to two things 

they can work on the remainder of the semester/quarter and how to work on them.  

 Other students can use this time to catch up on missing work, or begin on the assignments due 

next week. This could include the C&E rewrite.  

Time: 50 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 50 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

  

                                                           
38 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   
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Homework: Critical Analysis of Articles 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, type text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Understanding how to review an article critically and to determine if it is a quality article or 

source is important. Being able to understand how to see if the source or article will bear up under 

scrutiny is important to portray your own ethos as a professional. 

Time: 15 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 ICE: 15 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Read the article “Critical Appraisal and Analysis Critically Analyzing Information Sources” from Cornell 

University Library. These are smaller writing assignments that allow you to capture the main ideas of a 

piece of writing and incorporate quotes/paraphrases that you will utilize in research essays.  Your paper 

should contain all of the following elements. 
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 Provide the full bibliographic citation at the top of your page 
 Introduce the author(s) and provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 
 Outline the main argument (claim) 
 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 
 Identify any conclusions made by the author/s 
 Include specific quotes/paraphrases with citations (page numbers or paragraph numbers)   

 

Deliverable 
Write one to two pages answering the questions.  Your document must be over 450 words 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 How would you have written this to someone else? For example a friend, a relative, or a co-

worker? 

Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.39 

Homework: The Research Report 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

                                                           
39 Ibid. Rosen. 
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Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, type text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
  Understanding how to read a research report is important in many different fields. 

Additionally, knowing how to use the information in a report is also important. On the flipside, 

understanding what your audience is seeking from your writing is important as well. We will read the 

following book chapter, The Research Report, and critically review it to understand this genre better.  

Time: 15 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Homework: 45-60 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Read the article “The Research Report”. These are smaller writing assignments that allow you to capture 

the main ideas of a piece of writing and incorporate quotes/paraphrases that you will utilize in research 

essays.  Your paper should contain all of the following elements. 

 Provide the full bibliographic citation at the top of your page 
 Introduce the author(s) and provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 
 Outline the main argument (claim) 
 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 
 Identify any conclusions made by the author/s 
 Include specific quotes/paraphrases with citations (page numbers or paragraph numbers)   

 

Deliverable 
Write one to two pages answering the questions.  Your document must be over 450 words 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 How would you have written this to someone else? For example a friend, a relative, or a co-

worker? 
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Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.40 

 

  

                                                           
40 Ibid. Rosen. 
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Time: 5 min .................................................................................................................................. 128 

Homework: Critical Analysis of Articles 

Time: 15 min 
 Follow-up: 10 min 

Deliverable 
Write one to two pages answering the questions.  Your document must be over 450 words 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  
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 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.41 

Homework: The Research Report 

Time: 15 min 
 Follow-up: 10 min 

Deliverable 
Write one to two pages answering the questions.  Your document must be over 450 words 

Follow up 
Use the examples to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.42 

Homework: The C&E essay 

Time: 5 min 
 Follow-up: 10 min 

Deliverable 
A rewrite of the C&E essay including the partner’s suggestions/corrections.  

 

Exercise: What is Rhetoric? 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery:    

 Multicultural:   

                                                           
41 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   

 
42 Ibid. Rosen. 
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Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Understanding rhetoric, rhetorical arguments, composition. 

 Application of argumentation. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

  Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:  

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Argument is an especially important tool that we’ve bene working on all semester. Rhetoric is 

additionally important in our attempts to get across our points.  

Time:  100 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 85 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
 We will read and review the article together to look at the major points of rhetoric. 

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.43 

                                                           
43 Ibid. Rosen. 
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Help build out of this the following structure to help review works: 

 Research Question:  

 Intellectual Community:  

 Purpose/Goal:   

 Audience:    

 Main Claim/Thesis:    

 Rhetorical Appeals 

o Pathos 

o Ethos 

o Logos 

 Argument:   

o Definition: 

o Comparison/Contrast:    

o Consequence  

o combination: 

o Value:   

 Reasons and Evidence :  

 Outside Sources:    

 Structure/Arrangement : 

 Tone: 

Deliverable 
Class discussion 

  

Homework: The Rhetorical Situation 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning recognize the power of naming, and how one person reclaims 

that right.  

 Multicultural: beginning to affects of names and their conventions on others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Reading a professional article. 

 Blending the understanding of a professional article with that of their own style. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:  

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary 
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Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal  

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary  

 Typed text 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Understanding how to review an article critically and to determine if it is a quality article or 

source is important. Being able to understand how to see if the source or article will bear up under 

scrutiny is important to portray your own ethos as a professional.  

Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 30-60 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Read the article “The Rhetorical Situation” by Lloyd F. Bitzer. These are smaller writing assignments that 

allow you to capture the main ideas of a piece of writing.  Your paper should contain all of the following 

elements. 

 Provide the full bibliographic citation at the top of your page 
 Introduce the author(s) and provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 
 Outline the main argument (claim) 
 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 
 Identify any conclusions made by the author/s 

 Include specific quotes/paraphrases with citations (page numbers or paragraph numbers) 44   

 

Deliverable 
Write one to two pages answering the questions.  Your document must be over 450 words 

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from his or her paper. Use the examples to 

highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion points on  

                                                           
44 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   
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 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

 How would you have done this for someone else? For example a friend, a relative, or a co-

worker? 

Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.45 

 

Homework: Naming & Claiming Cultural Identity 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning recognize the power of naming, and how one person reclaims 

that right.  

 Multicultural: beginning to affects of names and their conventions on others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Reading a professional article. 

 Blending the understanding of a professional article with that of their own style. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:  

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal  

                                                           
45 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   
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Interactional aspects 

 Solitary  

 Typed text 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Understanding how to review an article critically and to determine if it is a quality article or 

source is important. Being able to understand how to see if the source or article will bear up under 

scrutiny is important to portray your own ethos as a professional.  

Time: 10 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 60-90 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Read the article “Naming & Claiming Cultural Identity” by Pam Bailey. These are smaller writing 

assignments that allow you to capture the main ideas of a piece of writing.  Your paper should contain 

all of the following elements. 

 Provide the full bibliographic citation at the top of your page 
 Introduce the author(s) and provide a 1-3 sentence overview of the entire article 
 Outline the main argument (claim) 
 Outline all the supporting claims for the main argument 
 Identify any conclusions made by the author/s 

 Include specific quotes/paraphrases with citations (page numbers or paragraph numbers) 46   
o Recommended at least 400 words on this section 

 
Additionally, you will need to read the document rhetorically. You will analyze how the writer writes.  

For this portion, you should be able to answer the following questions:  

 What is the author’s thesis? How do you know this?  

 How does the author structure the essay?  

 Where does the author make claims and support them with evidence (ethos)?  

 Where does the author play on emotion (pathos)?  

 What writerly moves are effective for this essay/article? 

 Where does the author need to clarify, elaborate, delete? 
o Recommended at least 400 words on this section 

Deliverable 
Write two to four pages answering the questions.  Your document must be over 850 words 

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

                                                           
46 Ibid. Rosen   
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Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from his or her paper. Use the examples to 

highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

 How would you have written this to someone else? For example a friend, a relative, or a co-

worker? 

Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example to highlight discussion points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.47 

Homework: Implicit Assumptions Test-Disability/Ability 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Audience analysis 

 Audience, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis  

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal  

                                                           
47 Ibid. Rosen   
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Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Class 

 Typed text, web navigation 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Responsibility, Flexibility, Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Knowing yourself involves understanding the multiple aspects of yourself. The next activity 

assists with developing an understanding of gender.  

Time: 5 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Go to the following website (https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html), and take the test 
labelled Disability/Ability IAT.  

Review your test results and write one to two paragraphs answering the following questions.  

 What was the result of your test?  
 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  
 Was there anything about the results that you felt matched you or your reactions?  
 It is hard to look at results sometimes that counteract information we believe. If these were 

results someone else received, then what advice would you give them?  

Deliverables: 
Write one or two paragraphs presenting your test results and your reactions to them. 

Collect the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on:  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

 

 

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
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Week 11 
TABLE OF CONTENTS - Week 11 
TABLE OF CONTENTS - Week 11 ............................................................................................................... 130 

ICE: Self-definition - Disability/Ability ....................................................................................................... 130 

Time: 30 min ................................................................................................................................ 131 

Homework: Implicit Assumptions Test-Disability/Ability ......................................................................... 132 

Time: 15 min ................................................................................................................................ 132 

Exercise: Disability Perceptions ................................................................................................................ 133 

Time: 45 min ................................................................................................................................ 133 

Technical Writing: Resumes ...................................................................................................................... 134 

Time: 45 min ................................................................................................................................ 135 

Technical Writing: Resumes Lab time ....................................................................................................... 136 

Time: 20-25 min ........................................................................................................................... 136 

Homework: Resumes ................................................................................................................................ 136 

Time: 45 min ................................................................................................................................ 136 

 

ICE: Self-definition - Disability/Ability 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, analytic, 
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Interactional aspects 

 Solitary 

Habits of Mind 
  

Introduction 
 Disability/Ability involves so many different things that impact many aspects of our perception.     

“The circularity of power is especially important in the context of representation. The argument is that 

everyone — the powerful and the powerless - is caught up, though not on equal terms, in power's 

circulation” (Hall, pg. 261). 

 

Time: 30 min 
 Introduction: 5min 

 ICE: 15min 

 Follow-up: 10min 

Instructions 
 Write a paragraph describing who you are regarding your Disability/Ability. Some things to think about 

include: 

 Who is the first person of your Disability/Ability you think of? Why do you think of that person – 

what are his/her characteristics (physical, emotional, intellectual, famous)?  

 What is the difference between having your Disability/Ability and being another? What are the 

benefits or drawbacks? What is one example from your life where having your Disability/Ability 

was a good thing? What is one example where it was a bad thing?  

 How do you view other Disabilities /Abilities? How do you relate to other Disabilities/Abilities in 

general (Can you even generalize this)? Do you easily understand them or are they a mystery? 

Give an example of how they are a mystery or easy to understand.  

 How do you relate to a professor of the same Disability/Ability? A different Disability/Ability? A 

boss? Would you have a problem with one of the above? For example, you have a boss of a 

different Disability/Ability. What attitudes do you have towards him? How do you think you two 

would interact? How does that change if you find out he is of another Disability/Ability? Why?  

 Is there an example when you have seen someone treated differently because of his or her 

Disability/Ability?  

 What is it mean to you to be a person of Disability/Ability? 

 How do you define what it is to be a person of your Disability/Ability?  

 

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least one page in length, describing who you are and what makes you ‘X’ 

Disability/Ability.  

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 
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Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 What is one example when you have seen someone treated differently because of his or her 

Disability/Ability?  

   

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

Conclude with:  
 How Disability/Ability influences our communication strategies. How we feel it is or isn’t 

appropriate to talk/write/act a certain way around people of ‘x’ Disability/Ability. 

Homework: Implicit Assumptions Test-Disability/Ability 

Time: 15 min 

Deliverables: 
Write one or two paragraphs presenting your test results and your reactions to them. 

Collect the essays,  

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 Did you agree with your results? Why or why not?  
 Looking over your results what was surprising and why?  

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on:  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 
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Exercise: Disability Perceptions 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define their primary discourse (Gee) based on 

how they self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

 Beginning stages of audience analysis. 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of descriptive essay 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal, Logical-mathematical, Musical, Bodily-kinesthetic, 

Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Hand written, typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 To follow up on the ideas we discussed regarding disability, we will watch a video with a 

different perspective. 

http://www.ted.com/talks/stella_young_i_m_not_your_inspiration_thank_you_very_much  

Time: 45 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Video: 10 min 

 Exercise: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
 Class discussion can include how to relate and improve relations with disabled people. How can we 

normalize relations with them?   

http://www.ted.com/talks/stella_young_i_m_not_your_inspiration_thank_you_very_much
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Deliverable 
Class discussion 

Follow up 
Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

 How would you have explained your ideas to someone else? For example a friend, a relative, or 

a co-worker? 

 How did the video alter your perception, or make you want to re-write something you included 

in your ICE?  

 

Technical Writing: Resumes  
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define how they present themselves to others 

professionally 

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves; to be able to recognize how 

others view them professionally 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Outlining a method of self-presentation 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of resume 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Intrapersonal, Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 
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Introduction 
 Interacting with other professionally involves working with them. To work with others, you need 

to be hired. One of the most common forms of technical or professional writing to use is the resume.  

Time: 45 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 30 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Write a career specific resume that includes your most current job and responsibilities. It can include 

these sections: 

 Name, email, phone 

 Skills  

 Work History (multiple jobs, with descriptive elements) 

 Education (include current degree seeking stage, and expected graduation) 

 Volunteer Activities 

Utilize the following or other resources: 

 http://jobstar.org/tools/resume/index.php  

 http://www.cws.illinois.edu/workshop/writers/tips/ 

 http://www.eresumes.com/eresumes_practice.html 

 http://www.rileyguide.com/eresume.html 

 http://www.marquette.edu/csc/undergraduate 

 

Deliverable 
Typed, at least one page in length, describing your previous job responsibilities.  

Collect the resumes 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 How hard was it to find your old job posting?  

 What difficulties did you have remembering what you did at each job?  

 Have you started a separate job history document? 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

http://jobstar.org/tools/resume/index.php
http://www.cws.illinois.edu/workshop/writers/tips/
http://www.eresumes.com/eresumes_practice.html
http://www.rileyguide.com/eresume.html
http://www.marquette.edu/csc/undergraduate
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 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.48 

  

Technical Writing: Resumes Lab time 
Time: 20-25 min 
 

Instructions 
Use lab time to help students find job descriptions to help flesh out their resumes.  

 

 

Homework: Resumes  

Time: 45 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise: 30 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Write a career specific resume that includes your most current job and responsibilities. It can include 

these sections: 

 Name, email, phone 

 Skills  

 Work History (multiple jobs, with descriptive elements) 

 Education (include current degree seeking stage, and expected graduation) 

 Volunteer Activities 

Utilize the following or other resources: 

 http://jobstar.org/tools/resume/index.php  

 http://www.cws.illinois.edu/workshop/writers/tips/ 

 http://www.eresumes.com/eresumes_practice.html 

                                                           
48 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   

 

http://jobstar.org/tools/resume/index.php
http://www.cws.illinois.edu/workshop/writers/tips/
http://www.eresumes.com/eresumes_practice.html
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 http://www.rileyguide.com/eresume.html 

 http://www.marquette.edu/csc/undergraduate 

 

Deliverable 
Typed, at least one page in length, describing your previous job responsibilities.  

 

  

http://www.rileyguide.com/eresume.html
http://www.marquette.edu/csc/undergraduate
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Homework: Technical Writing: Resumes  

Time: 10 min 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the following questions 

 How hard was it to find your old job posting?  

 What difficulties did you have remembering what you did at each job?  

 Have you started a separate job history document? 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.49 

                                                           
49 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 



139 | P a g e  
 

  
 

Activity: Technical Writing: Resumes  
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to outline and define how they present themselves to others 

professionally 

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves; to be able to recognize how 

others view them professionally 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Outlining a method of self-presentation 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of resume 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process: list, define, categorize, characteristics 

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Intrapersonal, Spatial, Interpersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary, Group, Pair, Class 

 Typed text, visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Now that you’ve written your resume, you will assist a partner with reviewing it and giving 

feedback.  

Time: 25 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 Exercise/Homework: 15 min 

 Follow-up: 5 min 

                                                           
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   
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Instructions 
Review your partner’s resume & respond based on the resume grading outline. 

Deliverable 
A marked rough draft.  

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Conclude with:  

 Highlighting the importance of correctly representing yourself as you want other to receive you. 

 

Academic & Professional Writing 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to link class theory and ideas with their own sense of self.  

 Multicultural: beginning to link class theory and ideas to be able to recognize similarities 

and differences in others, and how to relate to them. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to link class theory and ideas with how to self-present, to succeed in other 

classes 

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

   

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:   

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, Intrapersonal  

Interactional aspects 

 Class 

 Visual 

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 This class has covered a lot of material. Reviewing what we’ve covered is important.  

Time: 70 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 
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 Activity: 30 min 

 Lecture: 25 min 

 Follow-up: 10 min 

Instructions 
Work with a partner to create an outline of what the class has covered. Include personal exploration 

topics, multicultural topics, as well as professional topics. It can include: 

 Race, age, gender 

 Compare & contrast essays, etc. 

Then, after you have created a list of the different items, work together to determine their usefulness 

when combined: It could include: 

 How relating to people of other races helps with your resume. Etc. 

Deliverable 
Hand written, at least one page in length, describing real-world applicability of topics and materials 

covered in class.  

Lecture 
Review the lecture PowerPoint, and work in topics and items the students brainstormed.  

Follow up 
Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 The writer can articulate her/his understanding of several research writing genres and is able to 

identify particular conventions—using examples/evidence (citations). 

 The writer articulates her/his understanding of research writing as a genre and projects 

potential applications for their inquiry research essay.  

 The writer understands and articulates the use of claims, evidence, ethos, pathos, and logos, 

and how s/he might incorporate these writing strategies in an essay.  

 The writer is able to articulate her/his knowledge of research writing expectations in her/his 

major.50 

 

 

 

                                                           
50 Questions developed by Jan Rosen. “The World of Research Writing” was contributed as a 
representative assignment by  Jan Roser for the Postsecondary Framework: 
http://wpacouncil.org/framework  This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/.   
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ICE: Self Reflection 
Self-discovery & Multi-cultural aspects 

 Self-discovery: beginning to express their self-identify.  

 Multicultural: beginning to verbalize and define themselves to be able to recognize 

similarities and differences in others; recognizing where they can fit in and how they 

relate to others. 

Academic or Professional Discourse aspects 

 Beginning to outline a personal voice and what makes someone an individual 

 Beginning to recognize how to relate to others by knowing themselves.  

Composition & Rhetorical aspects 

 Rough draft of self-reflection 

 Purpose, audience, context, conventions, genre 

Critical Thinking aspects 

 Develop critical thinking process:   

 interpretation, synthesis, response, summary, critique, and analysis 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

 Verbal-linguistic, intrapersonal 

Interactional aspects 

 Solitary    

 Hand written  

Habits of Mind 
 Curiosity, Openness, Engagement, Creativity, Persistence, Responsibility, Flexibility, 

Metacognition 

Introduction 
 Now that we’ve finished a semester that included difficult subjects like race, religion and 

gender, as well as methods to express yourself, we will work on a reflection essay.  

Time: 65 min 
 Introduction: 5 min 

 ICE: 20 min 

 Peer Review: 20 min 

 Follow-up: 20 min 

Instructions 
Write a paragraph describing how the class has changed your attitudes around multiculturalism. You will 

share this with the class today, and a portion read aloud by another student. It can include: 

 What have you learned in this class? How has it helped you? How do you think it will help you?  

 What have you learned about multiculturalism? 

 What have you learned about yourself or aspects of yourself?  
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 What were some of the most surprising things learned about multiculturalism? 

 What were some of the most surprising things learned about academic or professional 

discourses? 

Deliverable 
Hand written description, at least one page in length, describing how the class has changed your 

attitudes around multiculturalism.  

Collect and photocopy the essays, return the originals 

Follow up 
Ask a volunteer (or select a student) to give an example of from the essay they worked with: 

 Read a section you liked or that spoke to you 

 What have you learned in this class? How has it helped you? How do you think it will help you?  

 What have you learned about multiculturalism? 

 What have you learned about yourself or aspects of yourself?  

 What were some of the most surprising things learned about multiculturalism? 

 What were some of the most surprising things learned about academic or professional 

discourses? 

Use the examples to highlight perception of others, and how they respond. This can include discussion 

points on  

 Stereotypes 

 Otherization 

 Reaching across differences 

  
 

 

 


